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#2  Federal Funds for Education, 1980-1991

Searce: U.S. Office of Massgcmcat asd Bucget

Federal funds obligated for programs administered by the Department of Education: Fiscal years 1880 to 1850

(in thousands of

812,573
690
12,000
1,555,283
815,805
38,745

55075
17.778

19977
12,000
2950
101218
68,451

5502
28,775
4349
19,799
49,409
200,303

56
180322

)

7.681
140

s
21 Bm
9297305

341,000
135222
205541

162,528

89,620
24,468
48,242

31504

.1 8 44
196,309
70,963

1,642,647
319,012
102,141

13348
67,023
1870877

1,082,470
859239

(=]
179397

1890

W $25,214,853

7,189,853
57383 960
1,524,001
168,152
73560
815,573
17354
292
75290
3,480,122
1,258,871
280341

72968
15,191
70838

17615

1,138,074
858,718
517

15584

09,
3212

183838

18911
$29.201,023

5,091,001
2,407,088
812914
94,343

18424
60,289

1,891,088
1,317,000
869,634
33352



Unemployment Rate in the Civilian Labor Force
" Year Rate  Year Rate  Year _Rate  Year Rate Y.

oar Rate Year Rats
1920 52% 1948 38% 1970 4.9% 1989 5.3% Feb. 46% 1999
1928 42 1950 53 1872 568 1990 568 March 4.7 Jan. 4%
1930 8.7 1852 3.0 1974 5.6 1991 6.8 April 43 Feb. 44
1932 23.6 1954 55 1976 77 1892 15 May 44 March 42
1934 217 1956 4.1 1978 6.1 1993 6.9 June 45 April 43
1936 16.8 1958 68 1980 71 1994 6.1 July 45 May 42
1938 19.0 1960 55 1982 9.7 1995 56 Aug. 45 Jme 43
1940 14.6 1962 55 1984 75 1996 54 Sept. 45 July 43
1942 47 1964 52 1986 70 1997 49 Oct. . 45
1944 12 1966 38 1987 82 1998 45 Nov. 44
1946 39 1968 36 1988 55 Jan, 48 Dec. 43

NOTES: Esm\atespdottoﬂwanbuedmswmomwmandmmmmﬂm Dalapdonow“lslotpomap
14 and over. Data 948 Is for persons age 16 and over. Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureats of Labor
Statistics. Wab: stats.bis.gov.

%4
Federal Minimum Wage Rates, 1955-1997
Value of the minimum wage Value of the minimum wage
Constant Constant

Gonars aiars Goners Soiters
Year dofiare M Yoor dollars ‘
1855 $0.75 $4.39 1977 $2.30 $5.95
1958 1.00 577 1978 265 6.38
1857 1.00 558 1979 290 827
1958 1.00 543 1880 3.10 5.80
1959 1.00 5.39 1881 335 5.78
1960 1.00 530 1982 335 545
1961 1.15 8.03 1683 335 528
1962 115 5.97 1884 335 5.06
1963 125 6.41 1885 3.35 4.88
1964 125 6.33 1886 335 4.80
1965 125 8.23 1887 3.35 4.63
1966 125 8.05 1988- 335 4.4
1967 1.40 8.58 1989 335 424
1968 1.60 721 1980 380 4.56
1969 1.60 6.84 1991 4.25 4.80
1870 1.60 847 1992 425 475
197 1.60 820 1963 425 4.61
1872 1.60 - 6.01 1994 425 450
1873 1.60 5.65 1985 4.25 4.38
1974 2.00 8.37 1998° 4.75 4.75
1975 210 8.12 1997 5.15 5.03
1976 2.30 8.34

1. Adjwwfwmmmu\ocmou Source: U.S. Employment Standards Admin. Web: www.dol.gov/esa/public/ -

#£5 Computers in Use, 1985-2000
(in millions)
Country! 1985 1988 1989 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 20002
United States 21.50 40.80 4760 _ 6200 68.20 76.50 85.80 96.20 160.50
Japan 2.10 5.10 640 920 10.80 12.60 14.90 18.30 46.80
Germany . 1.90 4.20 520 7.30 8.70 10.40 12.30 14.20 29.80
United ngdom 2.10 4.30 5.20 7.20 8.40 9.60 10.90 12.60 26.00
France 1.30 3.10 4.00 570 6.50 750 8.60 10.00 21.80
Canada 0.90 2.00 250 370 4.30 5.20 6.20 7.20 15.30
ftaly 0.90 2.10 2.60 37 430 5.00 5.90 6.70 17.50
Australia 0.34 0.95 1.24 2.10 270 340 4.00 480 10.20
South Korea 013 0.28 043 1.00 1.40 1.90 260 3.50 10.60
Spain 020 0.50 0.79 144 1.80 2.3 2.90 3.50 8.10
Nethertands 0.32 0.76 1.02 1.65 2.00 240 2.80 3.30 7.10
China 0.12 0.28 0.40 0.67 0.92 1.4 2.00 290 13.30
Russia 0.10 0.23 034 0.65 0.93 137 1.90 270 920
Mexico 0.15 0.37 049 . 087 1.21 1.61 205 2.60 6.30
Brazil 0.24 031 0.62 091 127 1.76 240 7.80
\Voﬂdwldo Total 38.10 T9.40 97.00 136.90 159.20 186.90 218.80 257.20 §56.90

. List represents the fifteen countries with the most computers. 2. Projected. Source: Computer Industry Almanac Inc.,
Mington Heights, Ill., 847-718-0423; Web: www.c-i-a.com. ne



Eam College Credit for What You Know!

This checklist v)lll help you determine If you have potential
college-fevel leaming from professional training and/or life YES NO
experiences. Check yes or no to the following questions:

1. Do you have mitary servics with training isted on a DD214 form? (submit (o
Office of Admissions)

2. Have you sver attended non-cradit courses or seminars?

3. Do you hold any Kcenses, professions! or artiatic awards, publications or
certificates?

4. Have you taken coursework &t any professionsiy accredited colleges?

5. Have you ever taken an ACTPEP, CLEPAE, DANTES, GRE or NLNA test?
(submit to Office of Admissions)

8. Do you have other professiona training or nonsccredited coursework?

7. Have you developedicrested @ product WMWL
industrial, or sesthetic valus? Do you hold a patent?

8, Have you heid a leadership position in a regional, state, ermﬁa-lawinﬁm
or sssociation?

9, CmmwkndwmhaWMomMywmm
taken college-ievel courses in the language?

10. Do you have hobblesAecrestion through which you have professionai-ievel
developed skills? Example: wmwch'uqnddgw

1. Dopuhdyoumwumdmmwhmw
from reading, study, community involvement, etc.?

12 Do you have leadership experionce as a voiusteer?

13 Have you lived abroad extensively?

14. Could you write an sssay to a collegedevel course description demonstrating
that you have had lsaming experiences equivaient to a coliege course for which
you might petition for credit? Exampies of topics:

Bereavement and Loss
Psychology of Divorce
The Exceptional Child
Death and Dying
Selected Studies in Asian Cuitures
Community Involvement & Economic Development
Training and Development
Small Business Admlnlstratlon
Labor Relations
Advanced Selling
Computer Networks

- Project Management - . -
Economic Development
Inventory Control

If you checked yes to any of these questions, you may have college-level learning that can
be assessed for credit! Please cantact your Academic Couasefor or& University of Phoenix representative
for iaformation on Assessment of Prior Learning options.
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American Higher Education: Non-traditional Academic Programs
Stuart Walker
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Abstract

The author gathered information about non-traditional academic programs designed to
supplement ordinary curricular offerings for study toward a four-year B.A. degree. My
primary purpose was to ascertain which innovative programs being used at American
colleges/universities might be suitable for adoption by a Japanese college to create a more
flexible and attractive system of study .

Appendix A contains a list of all the special programs for which | gathered information at the
colleges visited.

Contents

1._Harvard University

--Summer School

--Extension School

--Institute for Learning in Retirement
--Office of Career Services

--Bureau of Study Counsel and Clinical/Development Center
--Office of the Registrar

2. Simmons College

--Academic Support Center

--Office of the Registrar

3. Boston University

--Metropolitan College

--Office of the Registrar

4. Northeastern University
--Department of Cooperative Education

S. Tufts University

--Faculty of Arts and Sciences
--Office of Professional and Continuing Studies

6. Pine Manor College
--Office of the Dean of Students

7. Emerson College

--Office of Admissions

8. The College of New Rochelle-School for New Resources

--Office of the Coordinator



1. Harvard University

Summer School: This is a program for three groups of people: college students, high school
juniors and seniors, and non-native speakers. For the first group, there are hundreds of
day and evening classes including a complete pre-medical curriculum. For the high school
students there is a selective college-level program. For the non-native speakers there is a
special 8-week ESL program which costs $5400.

The Summer School also offers a Writing Program for an eight-week course in one of three
areas--expository writing, creative writing, and professional writing.

The Summer School has a special staff to help disabled students, and it organizes extra-
curricular activities for all students. It also assists with finding accommodations for
summer school students. The professors who teach summer school courses receive extra
salary for their work.

Extension School: The Extension School was started 90 years ago and offers evening classes
to a wide range of people all of whom live in or near Cambridge. The average age of the
13,500 students is 32, but they range from 19-90 years old. Three-fourths of the
students already have a B.A. before joining the program. There are 570 courses offered in
50 different fields.

The Extension School offers undergraduate degrees for both an Associate of Arts (A.A.) and
Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) as well as graduate degrees. The cost for these degree program
courses is $395 per credit. It also offers several graduate certificate programs, including
Museum Studies and Publishing and Communication. Interestingly enough, however, only
10% of the 13,500 students in the Extension School are actually candidates for a degree or
certificate. The vast majority take courses for personal growth or fulfillment.

Most courses are taught by Harvard faculty and the others are taught by professors from
Boston-area colleges and universities. There is also a Career and Academic Resource Center
as part of the Extension School which provides free workshops, counseling and support
services.

The Extension School also has an Institute for English Language Programs which offers a
variety of day and evening courses designed to assist students in achieving the English
proficiency required by their jobs or study programs.

Institute for Learning in Retirement: When Harvard opened the HILR in 1977, it was one of
the first of its kind--a learning center designed exclusively for people over 60 years old.
There are 280 such institutes at colleges throughout the United States today.

HILR offers its 500 members over 50 study groups, and the members publish two journals.
Office of Career Services (Study Abroad): Harvard permits students to study at certain
recognized universities abroad and earn up to one full academic year’'s worth of credits.
Study can be done in the student’s major field or outside it. independent study can also
qualify for credit. OCS offers counseling, group meetings and an extensive library collection
to assist students in their choice of study programs. There are similar programs with
certain other American universities. Students can qualify for all of these out-of-residence
programs after completing their freshman year on campus at Harvard. Typically, students
study abroad in their junior (third) year as an undergraduate.

Bureau of Study Counsel and Clinical/Development Center: The Bureau supports Harvard
students toward the full development of their intellectual and emotional potential. It does
this through a variety of programs which are offered free to all students:

(a) Academic Services

--Academic Counseling: The Bureau counsels students who are experiencing difficulties with
the learning process itself, such as the inability to concentrate, tendency to procrastinate,
or exam anxiety.

--Peer Tutoring: This service is available in every subject, but particularly in
mathematics, natural sciences and languages (including English as a second language), as a
supplement to the assistance provided by the course instructors. Student peer tutors are




undergraduates who have been selected by the Bureau because of their high academic
achievement in the courses in which they tutor. They are trained and supervised by the
Bureau staff.

--Course in Reading and Learning Strategies: This is a three-week non-credit course that
teaches strategies to promote comprehension of scholarly materials, continuing
improvement in speed of comprehension, and the development of critical thinking skills.
~-Study Skills Materials: The Bureau makes available a variety of materials designed to
assist in the development of effective study and learning skills, such as improving
concentration, managing time, taking notes, preparing for examinations, and problem-
solving in math and science.

(b) Psychological Services

--Personal counseling for students who experience a variety of difficulties due to the strain
and pressure of college life.

--Psychotherapy for more serious personality disorders.

(c) Writing Center assists students, both native and non-native speakers, with writing
skills.

Office of the Registrar

--Cross-registration: Harvard has a formal relationship with M.LT. under which students
can take a certain number of classes there. There are other universities around the country
which are formally recognized by Harvard as places where Harvard students can take
courses and transfer the credits to their Harvard record. Harvard students can also take
courses in certain graduate faculties of the university. Only students who have completed
their freshman year at Harvard are allowed to take cross-registration courses

2. Simmons College (1106 full-time undergraduate women; 245 part-time; 2300 graduate
students, both men and women)

Academic Support Center
The ASC assists students with study skills development, time management, test preparation,

and academic motivation. The Center organizes study groups to help students apply general
learning strategies to the specific content of both introductory and advanced courses. The
Center also provides tutors when a student needs individual help in a course.. In addition,
writing tutors help students on course papers to strengthen their critical thinking skills
and command of written English. ESL Specialists help non-native speakers improve their
language skills and adjust to the American academic environment. Academic support is also
made available to those students with learning or physical disabilities.

Japanese are the largest non-native group at Simmons (about 15 students). Most Japanese
students enrolled there major in business, economics , finance or art. They tend to come
from rich families and to be of average ability, motivation and creativity. Simmons does
not have a formal ESL program. Japanese students at Simmons sometimes transfer there
from Showa Women’s University in Tokyo. Such students initially enroll at Showa’s branch
language school near Boston for their one-semester program. Simmons has a formal
relationship with Showa-Boston under which Simmons students act as paid
guides/informants for Showa students. Students must achieve a TOEFL score of 550 before
entering Simmons, although even students with a score of 600 have difficulty coping with a
full course load. Several years ago, when private colleges like Simmons were experiencing
financial difficulties, the minimum TOEFL score was reduced to 480, but that change was
only temporary.

Office of the Registrar

There is a wide variety of programs at Simmons:

- -Satellite campus: Simmons has one other campus in Westbrook, Maine, which offers a
degree program in one field only--nursing..

- -Exchange programs: Simmons engages in an exchange program with three other colleges



in the U.S--Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia,

Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, and Mills College in Oakland, California. Double
degree programs are offered in cooperation with Hebrew Union College in Cicinnati, Ohio,
and Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences in Boston. A one-semester
program is available to juniors at American University in Washington, D.C., to study
political science, economics, public affairs, and international relations. This so-called
Washington Semester can be found at many American colleges.

- -Major: Simmons offers over 40 different academic majors. A student may elect a single
departmental major, or a double major (eg., English and Biology), or a joint major (a
sequence of courses drawn from two separate departments, eg., math-economics), or an
interdepartmental major (an interdisciplinary major involving courses in two or more
departments ( eg., East Asian Studies), or a combination of a major and a minor. Finally,
Simmons permits a student to create her own individualized major. A student is expected to
take between 20 and 40 semester hours in a major field, as determined by the department of
the student’s choice. A minor consists of at least 20 semester hours in the field of choice.

- -Grading system--Simmons students receive a grade (A-B-C-D-F) for most courses. A
grade point average (GPA) of 1.67 (C-) is required to graduate. As at Harvard, students
may take 25% of their courses on a pass-fail basis. The records of students who are
experiencing academic difficulty are reviewed periodically by a special administrative
committee. This includes any student who receives two or more failing grades (F) during a
semester. In such cases, the committee will first issue a letter of warning to the student and
send a copy to her advisor and to the Academic Support Center. If the student continues to
perform unsatisfactorily, she will be put on academic probation, and perhaps eventually
expelled. In all cases, the student’s parents may be notified.

- -Honors programs: For students who have excelled academically in high school, Simmons
offers special scholarships and an interdisciplinary honors seminar course during the
freshman year. A few exceptional high school students are permitted to skip some or all of
their freshman year. Honors courses after the freshman year, admission to the-honor
society and graduation with special honors are also available to exceptional students.

- -Homework: Simmons advises its students to spend three hours on homework and
preparation for every class hour.

- -Student-College relations: Students serve on faculty and departmental committees.

- -Library: The Simmons Library contains 260,000 volumes and over 2000 periodical
subscriptions. The Library is open 9 a.m. to midnight seven days a week and is staffed by
both professionals and students.

- -Transfer students: Every year about 100 students are admiited to Simmons after having
taken a minimum of nine credits at another college. They can enter during either the
September semester or the January semester. In order to qualify for a Simmons degree, a
transfer student must spend at least three semesters at Simmons and complete 48 semester
hours of credit. In addition, qualified students holding a baccalaureate degree may be
admitted to Simmons to study toward a second such degree. They may apply up to 80 credits
from the first degree toward the second degree.

- —The Simmons Semester in Boston: This program allows men and women from other
colleges and universities to spend one semester enrolled as visiting students at Simmons and
living in the Simmons dormitories.

- -Dix_Scholars Program: Women over the age of 23 are accepted to study at Simmons with
full scholarship, part-time or full-time. These Dix Scholars may want to complete their
undergraduate education, or prepare for graduate school, or simply study for personal
enrichment. The program was funded by an alumna of Simmons.

- -Financial aid: Simmons grants about 175 scholarships every year from funds provided by
alumnae or friends of the college. There are several funds which have been created from
contributions made by the members of a class who graduated from Simmons years before

( eg., Class of 1934 Loan Fund; Class of 1950 Scholarship Fund). In addition, students can




apply for federal or state grants or loans. Students can also defray college expenses by
working part-time on or off campus. Simmons advises frshmen to work no more than 10
hours a week, and upperclassmen, 15 hours a week.

- -Honorary degrees: Each year at graduation ceremony, Simmons confers an honorary
degree on an outstanding person The wife of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Coretta Scott King,
and Maya Angelou, the poet and writer, are examples of people who have received honorary
degrees from Simmons in the recent past.

- -Colleges of the Fenway: Recently Simmons and four other colleges in Boston formed a
consortium called the Colleges of the Fenway. The two major purposes of this consortium
were (1) to allow students at all five colleges to take courses at any of the colleges, and (2)
to consolidate some of the administrative offices, libraries, health facilities and laboratories
of the five institutions so that they could serve the combined community more effectively
and efficiently. Another member, Wentworth Institute of Technology, is presently
experimenting with distance learning on-line courses, delivered entirely over the internet.
Students enrolled in such courses read the professor's lectures, view pictures, ask
questions, turn in homework, do research and communicate with each other through the
medium of a “chat rcom”, all on the Web using special software provided by the college.
Distance learning on-line is the most important new educational concept in the United
States. A lot of controversy surrounds the aggressive marketing of the University of Phoenix
(Arizona) which is attemping to establish satellite campuses in every state in the US to
offer on-line courses leading to a degree. This concept, of course, takes business away from
local educational institutions, and, therefore, many are opposed to the University of
Phoenix.

- -Miscellaneous programs: Simmons offers two sessions of summer school, night and
weekend courses, and a special four-week summer writing course for incoming freshmen
whose writing ability is below average.

3. Boston University

Metropolitan College

Metropolitan College (MET), which has a total of 3000 students, is the name of BU’s

division of extension studies. It is different from the Harvard Extension School in that it is
a separately accredited educational institution which grants its own undergraduate and
graduate degrees. It has three satellite campuses throughout the State of Massachusetts, and
offers degree programs on the campuses of three universities abroad.

MET conducts evening, weekend and summer session course. Evening courses are three hours
long, once a week. Both degree- and non-degree students are enrolled at MET. It also has
study programs for people who wish to obtain special certificates in fields such as financial
planning, computer software engineering, etc. High school students can take MET courses
during the summer between their junior and senior years. The faculty consists of professors
from BU, other Boston-area colleges and universities, and professionals. Cross-
registration with other divisions of BU is very flexible. (See Picture 1 in Appendix A)

Office of the Registrar
Every BU undergraduate, just like almost all American college students, has to satisfy the

General Education requirement. However, BU offers a special Core Curriculum program to
students who choose to follow it in fulfillment of the General Education requirement.

The Core Curriculum is an innovative program of eight historically based, integrative
courses providing an in-depth study of classic works (Western and non-Western) in the
humanities, important ideas in the natural sciences, and the concerns and theoretical bases
of the social sciences. Core courses emphasize careful, analytical reading of great works in
small, faculty-led seminars, an understanding of the most important scientific ideas of our
times, the development of logical and critical thinking, and clarity and precision in written



and oral expression. Core students pursue a coherent interdisciplinary approach to great
works of literature, art and music, and social, religious, scientific and philosophical
thought. Each core course consists of small discussion seminar groups combined with a
series of lectures given by some of BU’s most outstanding scholars and professors.

4. Northeastern University

Department of Cooperative Education
Northeastern is the internationally recognized leader in Cooperative Education. Cooperative

Education. is an educational program in which the student alternates periods of academic
study on campus with similar periods of paid employment in positions related to the
student’s academic, career or personal interests. Students must first complete their
freshman year satisfying general education requirements. It then takes four more years to
eamn an undergraduate degree. During these latter four years, students are grouped into two
divisions and assigned a Coordinator (advisor). While one division is “on co-op” (working
full-time), the other division’s members are studying full-time.

The Department of Cooperative Education takes almost full responsibility for helping to
place each student in an appropriate job, and it keeps in close contact with each student’s
boss at the workplace to monitor his/her performance. Grades of S (satisfactory) U
(unsatisfactory) and X (incomplete) are assigned for work performance. Although grades
for work are not added to the academic credit hours required for graduation, the student’s
transcript reflects the grades for each co-op term. Most of the jobs are in the Boston area,
but students may take work positions anywhere in the United States and even abroad. About
50% of the graduates of the Department of Cooperative Education take full-time jobs with
their co-op employer.

5. Tufts University (4500 undergraduates, 3600 graduate students)

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Apart from the usual array of special programs offered by most of the colleges and
universities | visited (See Picture 2 in Appendix A), Tufts has two innovative programs in
which juniors and seniors, in collaboration with faculty members, teach undergraduate
courses:

(1) The Experimental College is Tuft’s nationally recognized program which offers more
than 100 non-traditional, full-credit courses taught by students, faculty and outside
lecturers. Tufts undergraduates take an average of two Experimental College courses during
their four years.

(2) Explorations and Perspectives are two other programs administered by the
Experimental College. These two programs use teams of upper-level students to teach
freshman seminars as well as to act as the freshmen’s advisors. They achieve a
participatory academic setting and create a sense of community among the members of each
seminar.

Another interesting aspect of undergraduate life at Tufts is student participation in
university governance. The student body has a Senate which is a broad-based government
for student affairs. The Senate elects or appoints students to 14 different student-faculty
committees, covering all aspects of the university, and to five trustee committees.
Therefore, undergraduates are at the heart of the university’s decision-making apparatus.
Office of Professional and Continuing Studies

Tufts offers a variety of degree, non-degree and certificate programs with day, evening and
weekend classes. It also has a special program leading to a B.A./B.S. called Resumed
Education for Adult Learners for adults over 25 years of age.

A Tufts Certificate Program consists of a coherent set of 4-5 advanced courses in an




emerging or rapidly evolving field. A Certificate Program represents approximately one-
half of a Master’s degree program, and is usually more practice-oriented. In order to
accommodate working professionals’ schedules, most certificate courses are offered in the
late afternoon or evening.. Examples of Tufts Certificate Programs are Biotechnology
Engineering, Community Environmental Studies, Management of Community Organizations,
and Museum Studies.

There is also a Center for Excellence in Teaching which offers teachers and educational
administrators undergraduate and graduate courses at reduced tuition.

6. Pine Manor College (280 undergraduates; 20 Master’'s degree students; women only)

Office of the Dean of Students

Pine Manor is very small, and yet it offers a wide range of programs. It has 25 full-time
professors for its 300 students, and 41 part-time teachers.

Pine Minor offers remedial programs (including ESL) for incoming freshwomen services
for students with learning disabilities; advanced placement for high school students with
distinguished academic records; accelerated degree programs for students who wish to obtain
an undergraduate degree in less than four years; individualized majors; honors society for
students with exceptional academic achievement; summer session for credit; a part-time
degree program with evening and weekend classes; adult and continuing education programs;
internships; cross-registration at 12 other Boston-area colleges.

Pine Manor offers 31 different academic majors for undergraduates; a master’s degree
program of study is available only in education.

There is a student-run newspaper and radio station.

7. Emerson College (2550 undergraduates, 900 graduate students)

Office of Admissions

Emerson offers 1500 internships annually to its 3450 students, throughout the United
States as well as overseas. Emerson feels that their internship programs stimulate their
students and deepen their understanding of their specific field of study.

8. The College of New Rochelle-School for New Resources (4500 adult undergraduate
students)--New York

Office of the Coordinator '

The College of New Rochelle is a liberal arts college which has established an innovative
program for poverty-level adult learners on seven satellite campuses in New York State and
New York City. The tuition is less than half that of a typical college extension course. The
500 part-time teachers work for relatively low wages. Students can pay their tuition on a
delayed basis. This is an example of American college education reaching down to the lowest
level of society in an attempt to offer even the poorest adults the opportunity to raise
themselves up to a higher level of aspiration and ability. The College offers individual
tutorial for students with special problems such as writing.

Conclusion

The keywords in American higher education are flexibility, innovation , variety and
individual responsibility. Every college and university | visited allow students great leeway
in designing their course of study toward their degree or individual goal. At-the same time,
the institutions are able to maintain a high level of quality in their teaching and their
resources. Students’ motivation remains high due to the variety of stimulating programs



available to them and the respect shown them by the teachers and administration. The other
side of the coin is that the students must take individual responsibility for designing the
course of study which best suits their needs and then doing the coursework and homework to
achieve satisfactory completion of their courses.

Whereas traditional American higher education remains as healthy as always, there is a new
dynamism apparent in education for adult leamers. Harvard, whose Extension School opened
in 1909, was the first institution to serve the adult learner on a wide scale. But in the past
25 years practically every college and university in the United States, even ones as small as
Pine Manor College with only 300 students, have begun to offer evening, weekend and
summer classes to the adult community. Conversely, many institutions are also reaching
out to high school junior and seniors, offering classes to them in order to stimulate them and
prepare them for their college experience.

American colleges continue to offer a wide variety of overseas experiences for their
undergraduates. Students’ international knowledge and understanding have increased at
places like Tufts University, where almost 40% of the undergraduates spend one semester
or an entire year at an overseas campus. In addition, the number of foreign students studying
in regular degree programs or in ESL programs at American colleges and universities has
grown exponentially since the 1970’s. The presence of such a large number of foreign
students on American campuses adds to the international experiences and understanding of
everyone.

There is a potential danger in the United States that higher education will be inaccessible for
many poor and middle class students because of the high tuition costs, especially at private
colleges and universities. This problem is partially mitigated by the impressive range of
scholarships, grants and loans offered by the colleges themselves as well as by the federal
and state governments. In addition, American colleges and universities made a big effort to
offer work opportunities on campus for any student in financial need. This means that the
libraries, computer labs, cafeterias, administrative offices and cleaning services on every
campus are largely staffed by students. This system not only helps the working students to
pay their college expenses, but it also creates a feeling among all students that this is their
campus and it is their responsibility to take care that it remains clean, safe, efficient and
user-friendly. Although | did not visit any public educational institutions in the Boston area,
it is important to note that most states in the U.S. offer free or low cost higher education,
especially at two-year colleges, for all state residents.

What all this means is that colleges and universities in the United States are using their
facilities and human resources to the fullest and operating at a very high level of efficiency.
The result is that the great majority of Americans have been drawn into the realm of higher
education with obvious benefits for the society as a whole.

Appendix A

Topics of research

1. Assisting students

remedial programs

ESL programs

writing center

counseling center

tutorial program, including peer tutorial

study skills center v

learning disabilities center

computer instruction service

advisor system, including faculty and peer advisor



2. courses outside basic undergraduate degree program
summer school

night school

distance learning

extension courses

correspondence courses

Internet-based courses

auditing

study abroad

internship

3. procedural matters
cross-registration with other departments/other universities
joint-major

4. miscellaneous

satellite campus

teaching assistantship

special student status

relations with high schools

student jobs on campus

student organizations, especially newspaper and radio station

role of students in decision-making and policy-making at the college
library schedule and staffing

sister-school relationships in the U.S./abroad

Picture 1: Boston University Picture 2: Tufts University
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