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Problems Regarding Promotion of Farm Tourism
- Construction of Various Networks and Support of Alternative Activities-

Seishu University NAKAMICHI Hitomi

In recent years there has been much interest in tourism in rural areas
among (1) government officials for promotion of rural economies and (2) tour
developers who are changing their tour target from mass tours to small
scale tours in accordance with the recent stagnant business condition.

The change in the focus of tourism is related to the change in Europe
and U.S.A where the focus has gone from 3S ( Sun/Sea/Sex or Snow/Ski/Sex )
to 3A ( Access/Attraction/Amenity ). And as Bernard Lane mentioned farm
tourism is quite different from urban tourism. Therefore it is necessary to
develop a new tour approach for the farm tourism.

The new tour approach must take into account the various kinds of
networking and the alternative activities, because recently many people are
looking for an alternative life style and constructing various alternative
networks for post-modern society. And people now recognize the importance
of not only agricultural production but also various values of rural society.

Farmers expect much from farm tourism - for example, additional
income and the development of deep sympathy for agriculture. And there is
also expectation among urban inhabitants and tour developers who
anticipated a new kind of tourism in the post-modern society in which
nature will be much more appreciated.

Farm tourism in Hokkaido has just recently begun. A farm tourism
association has just organized this year to construct new network in the
Tokachi area. It is very important to watch how they will support their
networking and their alternative activities.
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