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An Essay on the Reactivation of Hokkaido
——~Analyzing Regional Power from a Global Viewpoint

HAMADA Eisaku

English summary

The Island of Hokkaido has been in an economic decline for a
long time, because it is still strongly dependent on the central adminis-
tration in Tokyo.This is so even though Hokkaido is no longer simply a
provider of raw materials and foodstuffs for the rest of Japan.

The key to reactivating Hokkaido is to establish its economic
independence. This means (1)severing governmental relations with the cen-
tral administration;(2)concentrating human-and-economic resources along
the Ishikari-Tomakomai corridor;(3)making this area a Special Free Trad-
ing District;(4)attracting investments from ASEAN countries;and(5)estab-
lishing Hokkaido as a trade distribution center.

In addition I describe the transformational plan of Sapporo city
which corresponds to the plan to reactivate Hokkaido for which I make an

argument in this essay.
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